358     MAIN   PROBLEMS IN WORLD  LITERATURE

franchises, of social classes, provinces, cities, historical bodies
like the Parliaments, were not wholly destroyed. During the
successful years of the regime, the Jansenists and the Protest-
ants were tolerated. Louis XIV admitted that his "divine right"
did not extend to Parnassus. When Boileau told him that
Moliere was the greatest writer of the time, the autocrat an-
swered, sensibly and meekly: "I did not think so: but you
know about these things better than I do." Under Louis XV,
the "tyranny" was in the hands of a half-ironical monarch,
spiritually an absentee, who seldom interfered with state affairs
except to play tricks on his ministers. The state, at the behest
of this or that faction, could swoop down upon an individual
author, capriciously, brutally: it was a fitful Enlightenment no
doubt y yet no age was ever freer in thought.

A "tyranny" may tolerate pluralism, or be unable to suppress
it: the Tsar was compelled to respect Tolstoy. Totalitarianism,
on the other hand, may prevail under liberal forms. To borrow
Hilaire Belloc's image, public opinion may become a thick gluey
substance against which it is impossible to swim 5 this limits our
freedom far more efficiently than any statute or any police
force. Our own ideal of a few years ago, "one hundred per
cent Americanism," was totalitarianism of a particularly in-
sidious kind. Any thought might be stifled, under the plea
that it was "un-American." We have at last wakened to the
saving truth that nothing is so un-American as enforced con-
formity.

It would seem plain that, in a totalitarian milieu, literature
could not thrive. Our one desire, in this study, is to keep our
mind open$ this forces us at times into the uncongenial position
of Devil's advocate. We know that totalitarianism today is
hurting many of the noblest among literary men 5 we do not
know for certain that the ultimate triumph of totalitarianism
would crush out literature. The experience of the main totali-
tarian states has been too brief. If they produce great art in
this generation, their enemies might ascribe it to the "lag," the
heritage of the liberal state before the flood 5 if they do not